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Your Reference... 










62 bau 00G(BE) Blinde, BAOR, 1+ 


——~“19th. May, 1949 





To: D.C.0,8.(Exec). 
Zonal Executive Offices, 
60 HQ. CCG(BE) Litbbecke, 
BeA.ORe 16 


Oeeeeeccceccaccccccencce Aas | 


Seca ascent 
SUBJECT: Staff Memorandum - Grime in Displaced Persons' Camps. 


er eee oe er ree ere ere rrr rrr yy 


cae Formardeds hexevi tha for infomation and-zetention, isa 
copy of a Staff Memorandum, relative to the above subject, 


prepared at the request of Central Seoretariat, HQ. Berlin, by 
the Office of the Public Sefety Adviser, in consequence of 
Foreign Office, confidentiel despatch, No. 466 (66/543/543/184) 
of the 25th. March, 19495. — 





2e It will be observed that the Staff Memorandum has been 
j conourred by D.P, Division, Legal Division and Political Division. 
i._the latter Division have, however, in a separate Letter, Bolditio. | 
A) ted 1hth. May, 1949, oopy attached, hereto, for facility 
of reference, % ooncurrence with a recommendation 
that an amendment be made in paragraph 7, page 2 of the letter to 
the Seoretaxy of State for Foreign Affaizs (Red Flag). To this re- | 
commendation the Public Safety Adviser has agreed.(attached copy | 
amended). j 





Be Political Division further recommended in their above quoted 
letter (sub paras. (b)(i) and (ii) of paragraph 1 refer) that 
eertein further information should be brought to the attention of 
the Secretary of State. 


he While the Public Safety Adviser agrees to the validity of 

the reconmendation made by Political Division, he has, however, w-~ 

pointed out in the covering letter transmitting the Staff yemoranda) 

to Central Secretariat that experience has shown thet sane 

Fersons. deported fron the British Zane undex Ordinenas No. 6h, — 

have subsequently ret: over the Soviet Zonal Borders, 

Under assumed names ant Ser es political refugees they have 
fereupon been granted I.R.0, facilities. 
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Letter dictated over slewhe ty Mr. OfHARA i 1615349. 
Ref: Pol/680/22/.9 . hth, May, 1949 


Prom Displaced, Persons Byanch, Political Division 
To; Central Secretariat. 





Reference attached Staff Memorandum prepared by Public Safety 
Adviser and submitted to this Division for concurrence. We have the 
following caments to make: . 


(a) It is suggested in para, 7 on page 2 of the letter to 
the Seoretary of State for Foreign Affeizs the following 
words in the last and pentultimate lines of this paragraph 
might be deleted: "Camp Committees, their police and 
inmates", and the following substituted; "The D.P. Camp 
inmates generally." 


‘ 

(b) In regard to the last two paragraphs of the same letter we 
suggest that it should be brought to attention that we 
Blready possess certain powers for dealing with D,P, 
criminals. These powers are as follows;- 


(4) Under Ordinanoe No.6} a Deportation Order may be 
, made in the following cases:- 


(a) pole zo yeas not of Gexman nationality is 
ted by Military Government Court 
‘ ase. thet Court recommends that a Deportation 
J Oxdex should be made in his case, either in 
# addition or in lieu of sentence or 


(6) If Military Goverment deems it in the interests 
of the peace, order or good Government of the 
British Zone to make Deportation Order against 
the person concerned. 


(ii) Under paragraph (e) of Seotion (d) Part 1 of the Constitution 
of the International Refugee Organisation any 
Displaced Person gan be declared by R.I.0. to 
cease to be the concern of the Organisation if 
it can be proved that he or she is exploiting the 
assistance of the Organisation. If a D.P, is 
declared ineligible for care and assistance of 
I.R.O. he or she is automatically ejected from 
the D,P. Camp in which he or she is living. This 
latter power has béen exercised fiom time to time 
in the case of D.Ps persistently engaged ®n black 
marketeering eto. 


2. We have concurred in the Steff Memorandum but feel that the 


points mentioned above should be brought to thd attention of the 
Secretary of State. 


sgi. Logan-Grey 





" HEADOUARTERS * 
CONTROL COMMISSION FOR CERMANY 
(BRITISH ELEMENT) * 

BERLIN, BAOR 2 


ANY, August, 1949. qf. a. 
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THE CHIEF OF STAFF AND 
DEPUTY MILITARY GOVERNOR 


Dear vies 7 
As & result of an article in the Daily 


Telegraph of 10th August which suggested that D.P. 
Camps were centres for gang robberies ani black ‘ 
market activities, I wrote to Public Safety Division 
for suggestions to clean up these camps. Timmerman 
replied in his 62/PS/oW/1 of 19th August ani suggested 


a working party to examine the problem of criminal Pub-Sefel, 
sotirition of DAEs In TLE Caabe eof walle recomnei- D> Dv 
Stionse _ Ft (De 

I should be grateful if you would set up ee 
such a committee. I suggest it might have one of mrichco 
your staff as chairman, together with representatives NWA, 


of Public Safety, Legal, Political (DP Branch) ani 
Intelligence. : 
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eaw ti uit M800 & ioe ogtal 
My, dear G 3 2 bersvooe if 
< 99. 33° Jatin ix0 
:) podk Peter 40 your Hi0/8226/SeaeG. dated 11th August, which 
‘ort 4 chad gone ign leave. As he 
September 


arora 


‘era, .obvioualy, 
2. Perhaps. the, beat way in peril, the information 
ou, destive ia to, Goal dn seme detadl with 4 ¢, Particular queries 
2 ‘Sonbained in, your etter...) ea : 
(a) Heference 2(a)i : 
. The facts given in the cutting fromthe “Daily Telegraph" 
-Are substantially correct although the way in which they 
) are presented tenis to qxaggerate the problem ani present 
; it in.dte mogt unfavourable light... 


‘and the matter to which your 
‘that once, I am replying on 























Yor example, it cannot be denied that oriminal gangs from 
~ xiv, Displaced Persons Centres have. been .xesponsible for 
ine Bamerous robberies and black market and currency transactions 
rcvoy QR Aclarge.seale.and thet ‘this has caused some concern to 
, ‘voth the German and Allied Authorities. During the first 
itwo years of the. Ocoupation the. situation was desperately bad; 
vu cn. the patho. of violent :crime.as between Cerman and D.P. 
vaste 2s vorGrimjnals sin 1946, heing approximatelyl to 40 for robbery and 
s retest cunt esftunder and 1 to 180 for all orimes committed with fire arms. 
NO aot {oHoweven, "in 197, material reductions.were effeoted in respect 
wf robbery, and. crimes \committed with firearms the figures 
boing 1t0 25.and 1 to: @mespeatively. The figure for 
.@under remained approximately the:.same. The present crime 
o Ratio as, between Germans-and:D.Pse:fer all types of crime is 
epproximately..l. to: 2.5.;sThese figuresare computed on the 
baste .of \the numbers of Germans end D<Ps. arrested in 
1 with these types,of -crime-each month as compared 
munbers of Germans :and,D.«Ps..in the Zone at the 




















items contained in the report I 
y odd gay thats coy foviel van ons hii 


en There are subdaad bas qosde 





ere. ar dca numberof persons now living 
in Hohne (Bergen-Belsen) camp,who have accumlated 
ee 0! wOney's Jewellery and other valuables by 
- ind ng in black market activities.>).as you ane aware 
Public Safety, Frontier Cone ee tt ncoen Police 
tive.in suppressing, this traffic. Many 





‘ b- 
From Mr, J. Timermen ; : + 
Telephone Binde 2115 Office of the Public Safety Adviser, 
Your Refs a Zonal Exeoutive Offices, 
Our Ref:  62/P8/cw/1 - ©.€.G. Bande, 

62 H.Q. 0.06. (B.E.), 
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Quel seugud MOL 





Large seizures have been made and when it was 
Sivooeerel some time ago that most of #Mése youd! 


talite aot ier} see cor eye pre moon 
ed eh soveet gu Re brig me ae on sig oer ae? 
swoy, doksw od 1: WARES Pio. aoe 
no yatiyloes me I oad Se ign ieee ‘ipa SiS OPU ETE ‘ 
goods into the Zone out was re Ye 


acktamo'at 2a ies eae ep control, mit 
soins teLuo. Errata 


black market serial thal c 


D.Ps. (principally ae — 


be oats #G#t tee “f4'ndt“in-a "posEttoR either to verify or 
Sw @eny ‘he‘weport that there “ere 15 BEack Market Mark 
OXY MEV fori trés*in this samp) altliough ‘Wwiat we know of the 
past ‘adkivitied of ‘same of Hts inmates does lend a 
certain amount of 
» Isnimiio seit beined 4 
ft A ofgdynos The "84 intFe in Br ene! tana the insri6ed author! ties of 
7 jek irr roger personal ‘Beggigé ani in fact 
bocgons Leting ‘of kigh graddechineteols, motor cars and 
-other ‘dutieble ‘industrial g6ods; “afd take place. Some 
3700 /oases of igocas-(up°te 5 ‘tons “in Weight each) are 
> Ee ©.Whi16 ‘the -investigation Hiss by no means been | 
sufficient evidence has already 
arge ROSENSCHAPE the Camp Leader at 
‘Hohne; ‘with msking ecrciade of &s¥eeWeclarations on 
co @erttaiin “edstoms:formd whidr hs°stgfe® An respect of these 
sgous Jendi;: “poss bly j- with 41légdl ly ‘ettempting to export 
the goods without the required lidéite. Public Safety, 
fs Brénsiéy Control “andthe German “Policé of the British 
° S1:Zéne ers assisting the American /AWeHBHities in charge of 
+2 bie Hnvestigetion; ““espeeially as Wekppears that the 
3 D SGertinn “Customs of £i¢ iels ‘who “6leared the goods for 
S ocd nightpméntcet “te Camp nay have Been Heibded to let: the 
goods through and that some of the°fdeds may have been 
secasnet by theft or an some other jie. ways 
enissioo emosi 19. a) 


I trodethodt 
\ (iii) The two mn involved ‘a “06 te fdipoe the jeweller's 
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shop and attempted mrd: form iceman in 
geivil won ancexq Buatehave Beat “eepegeedes nGircigion ona the 


fedelimuoos eved there Rigsien DIPS) ) oa 


eoldeulev wedso bas yell 


F Mearred sf aC iO bs 
wie .ofTRexd ogg WELT BE Seed for ha “cipetod petits the preceding sub- 
Paragraphs, although criminal activities by D.Ps. have ] 
drastically been reduced since the early days of the Occupation, 
Griminal _ incidence amongst D.Ps. is still over double that 

reco fied Lin respect of theGerman population. The reduction in 
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aaa = : corns Siaeeaae salted 


orime effected is only partially due to D.P.s leaving 
the country. Police success in dealing with this type 
of criminal, their subsequent conviction and sentence, 
in many ca: too long terms of imprisonment, also have 
Played a considerable part. 


However, there is no doubt that practically all current 
serious crimes by D.P.s is committed by a small hard core 
of criminals within the D.P. population who are unsuitable 
or unacceptable for immigration ani who refuse 
repatriatim to their country of origin. 


(ce) Reference 2(c) 


Criminal activities are not confined to one or more 
particuler camps although it may be said that the majority 
of the more violent D.P. criminal element comprises of Poles 
living in and working from Polish camps ani that Hohne 
(Bergen-Belsen) Camp is a particularly notorious centre of 
black market activity. 


(a) Reference 2(a) 


The problem of taking additional action to suppress the 
eriminal activities of D.P.s is not as easy as it may first 
appear. This qrestion was cmaidered sane time ago at the 
request of the Foreign Office and, in cansequence, despatch 
11101/2/2/Sec.Ge dated 4th July, 1949, was sent to the 
Secretary of State suggesting that the only effective and 
acceptable way in which the high incidence of crime by D.P.s 
could materially be reduced was by depriving -D.P.s convicted 
of serious crime of any particular material benefits, for 
example I.R.0. maintenance, which pertains to D.P. status and 
the right to live in camps and dispensing them to the German 


economy. 


Although I-R.0. have agreed in principle to this proposal, 
little progress has been made towards implementing it due, 

it is believed, to certain objections raised by Geneva and 

the practical difficulties involved. I believe it would be 

of value te convene a working party composed of representatives 
from the interested branches of the C.C.¢. and I.R.0. to 
omsider the whole problem and t6 make recommendations. This I 
suggest is desirable in view of the fact that unanimity does 
not exist even with the 0.0.G.’as to the precise way in which 
this problem should be handled. 


3e The unfortunate reference to the mrder of Sir John Sheehy is 
regretted, but I can only say that this and the other informtion contained 
in the report was not, so far as is know, obtained from Public Safety by 


the correspondent, 
I shall be attending BERCOS in Berlin on 25 August and shall be 
get then or at any other time to discuss this matter or to provide any 
her information you may require should you so desire, 
Yours faithfully, 


(Signea) J. TIACERMAN 
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Control Commission for Germany (British Element) &t ? 


es Outgoing Confidential Cipher Message 
UNPARAPHRASED- 


FROM: ° CONCOMB LUBBECKE TO: LOWSAX NIEDERSACHSEN 
(Tel, Nop 6) 
INFO: PUBLIC SAFETY BUNIE 
LEGAL DIVISION HERFORD 
DP DIVISIGN LEMGO 


De. 1720 03 Cobss.-1949 
CONFIDENTIAL R, 1730 03 Oct, 1949 


Subject is: Oriminal Activities oentred at IP Camps. 
Reference EXEC/11145/G dated 22nd September, 


The Meeting to be held on the 7th October will now take place in 
Stirling House, HANNOVER, at 1500 hrs, : 


PSB ous cuofoms (army 
HTN ae soy Bae (2) 


. DISP, PERS, DIV, LEMGO 
ZONAL OFF OF LEGAL ADV HERFORD (2) 
MVW/PM Mé MO 
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, 7 CONTROL COMMISSION FOR GERMANY (BRITISH ELEMENT) 
fi: > OUTGOING TELEGRAM FORM : 
C.C.G. FORM {SMALL | 
CALL SERIAL No. PRIORITY TRANSMISSION INSTRUCTIONS TAL 
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e PS - CONEEDENTEAL 
HELD IN TAX HOUSE, LUBBECKE ON 1 "AT 1415 HOURS. 
QRDUNAL AOTIVINTES CENTRED ON IP GAUPS. 
THERE WERE PRESENT: 


‘ Brigadier G. de Bruyne ~ Chairman ~ Assistant Chief of Staff (Exeo) A 


Colonel R. 0. Pulverman (Retd) - Assistant Chief of Staff (Co-ord) 
~— Mr. K. W. Matthews - Displaced Persons Division 
“— Me. J. Timmerman ~ Public Safety Branch 
“— Mr. A. H. Rugg ~ Intelligence Division 
“ Mr. A. E. E. Reade = Zonal Office of the Legal Adviser 
(Prosecutions Section) 
‘SBORETARIAT 1 


Major W. G. M. Spens (Reta) 
Miss M.B. Elms 


4. The Chairman opened the meeting by stating that, as a result of a newspaper 
article which had suggested that DP Camps were centres for gang robberies and 
black market activity, the Chief of Staff had instructed that a committee should 
be set up to examine the problem of such alleged criminal activities and to make 
recommendations to combat them, 


He proposed that the committee should consider and disouss certain aspects 
of the problem under separate headings as follows:- 


(a) ‘he extent to which criminal activities can be traced to DP Camps. 


(b) Whether such activities are increasing or declining and the circum 
stances leading to any such inorease or decrease. 


(c) > what extent oriminal activities are confined to certain specific 
groups or Camps. 


(4) What action to reduce such criminal activities is being taken and the 
extent to which it is effective. 


2. Before considering the aspects separately the Chairman asked for general 
comments on the problem. 


ative did not expect to be of any material assistance 
to 8 28 only specific cases came to the notice of 
his Division gic proscoutions were initiated. 


aS Wieh cetas cs beet Oat Cinagee se einaly that fo would bo thle to 
conce: it unlikely that he would be able to 
give information of any particular assistance to the Committee, although from 
time to time in the course of their departmental investigations they come across 
irregularities which would be of interest, He suggested that it was more 
probable that the investigations of the other committee members would bring to 
light matters in which Intelligence Division were interestod, He asked that 
the present good liaison between Public Safety, D.P. Division and-his Department. _ 


in this respect continue. He particularly relented that he might receive 
2 Se out of the investigations of ae come eee Sut Sere’ 

any seourity lapse, ei irregular contacts peartges, Sorekae 
missions or any form of stuinis eer ones. 


-2- 
Di Persons Division sentative stated that he was anxious that 
no ty 8) ven to oriminality among DPs at a time 


when camps were being wound up and everything Pe being done to settle 
DPs on the German economy. nus 


34 ‘The meeting then considered the different aspects of the problem. 


(a) he extent to which Criminal Activities oan be traced to DP Camps 


(4) Eubiic Gatuty reuusentotove gave certain statistics 
oh in his opinion showed conclusively that a higher 


proportion of criminal activity per head of the population 
could be traced to DPs than to the German population. 

He agreed however that in compiling these figures the 

number of crimes attributed to DPs was calculated by 

the German police on the status as a DP of the individual 
otiminal concerned, whereas the total number of DPs against 
which these latter were held to be a proportion, was that 

of DPs in Camps, and did not take into account those DPs 
Living on the German economy and that this, therefore,’ showéd 
the percentage of criminal DPs as higher than was acourate. 
The meeting agreed that such statistics tended to throw ean 
unfair onus of criminality on the DP population generaljy in 
view of the vast difference between the total DP and German 
Populations, but that such statistics had a certain value, and 


(3) (a) THE GHATRMAN 


invited Public Safety to provide — 
such up-to-date statistics for the 
next meeting. 


(ai) Public Safety Representative was of the opinion that, in 
general, many violent crimes could be traced to DPs, although 
it was not possible to give an opinion as to the responsibility 
for them as between DPs in Camps and DPs on the German economy. 
It was, however, suggested that a higher degree of criminality 
was to be expected in DP Camps through the peouliar circumstances 
of camp life, than among. DPs living on the German economy, who 
were aware that Germans might well inform on then, 


Intelligence Division representative stated that he was aware 
of criminal activities in a number of camps, including a wide 


system of documentary and currency forgery and of general black 
marketing contact systems. 


sion representative stated that in his opinion ~ ignoring 
the xr black market: activity which might be expected from 
the ciroumstances of camp life, mainly involving individual 
transactions over gift parcels and commodities - there was not 
a large, organised bad element among DPs. Hohne Camp might, 
however, be an exception He regretted the stigma which was 
attached to DPs generally because of what he regarded as & small 
oriminal "hard core". 


(b) Increase or decline of such activities and circumstances le. 
jorease or Crease. 


Fee Sr AEE SSirtiectos a peotinc, am to tnt wasy. 

it it gei 8 8 constituted a problem, due to what was, 

in his opinion, a "hard core" of desperate major criminals who, by 
taking advantage of DP facilities, gave the DPs generally their bad name. 
He considered that the position had improved due to an improved camp 
afministration, the greater powers of the police and their increased 
efficiency and the fact that larger numbers of criminal DPs were now 

in prison for long terms. With the greatly improved state of the 
German economy, profits from criminal activity were not now so great. 


/The 





a5: : ‘ 


tb The general tightening up of restrictiond concerning gift parcels 
f had ‘acted as a deterrent with regard to small orimes. 


Be Beprocontative considered that a certain improvement might be 
‘act that eligibility for emigration was affected 
by good conduct records. , 


(c) ‘The extent to which criminal activities are confined to certain 
Specific groups or Camps. 
Public Safety Sebeessuintive stated that Hohne Camp was notorious 
for money-making iS, and ae Division Bepresenvative 
t was active 


said that his Division were aware 
document and currency forgery and in international smuggling. j 
The still high rate of violent crimes attributed to the Poles, mst 
be offset by the high percentage of Poles amongst DPs. 


DP Division Representative pointed out that the camp populations 
‘wor not continue to be statie as hitherto, but would become much 
more mobile due to redistribution before settlement on the German 
eoonony « 


(a) Action being taken to reduce such criminal activities and the 


extent to which it is effective. 


Publio Safety Representative said that the greater powers already 
ven the ‘oe considerable effect. In their opinion 
further powers were not practicable. Police Posts within the camps 
had proved of considerable assistance in certain camps. If, however, 
they were to be effective, it was necessary to have the co-operation 

both of the Camp Leader and the inmates. In many places this 
co-operation was good; otherwise the Police Post was quite useless. 


DP Division Representative pointed out that, although Police Posts 

. might be of considerable help an the cases of major crimes - which 
the more law-abiding type of DP deplored as bringing a stigma on the 
name of IPs - they were of no agsistance in obtaining information of 
petty thefts against Germans, which were not regarded by the. average . 
DP as "orimes", He was glad to note recent developments in I.R.0, 
whereby it was possible that DPs exploiting their 1.R.0. protection 
might have to forfeit their I.R.0. eligibility. It was, however, 
unlikely that such eligibility would be withdrawn except after a 
Court conviction. 





The Ohairman then referred to a Staff Study which had been submitted 
‘to the Chief of Staff in which a similar recommendation had been made. 


(3) HB GHATRMAN 


(>) instructed the Secretariat to 
enquire whether this recommen= 
dation has been accepted or note 





4. After further disoussion, it was agreed that various authorities on the 

should be called to attend the next meeting to report on the present 
situation from their own angle and to suggest what further measures could 
effectively be taken to reduce oriminal activitiess 


(4) THB cHATRMAN 


(a) anstructed the Secretariat to 
invite certain RB Commanders and 
staff, DPAC's Commanders, and a 
representative from Hohne Camp, 
to attend the next meeting. ~ 


cm 7 t It has been arranged that the next meéting will 
A cc cop mete ten Fy ly 1949, at 1500 hours, 
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Der Chef der Polizei Lueneburg, 350 Sept 1949 
im Polizeibezirk Lueneburg Beim St, Bemdikt 10 


Deto, IK. 


Toz= Public Safety 
Assiatant Commissioner's Office 


LUENEBURG, BAOR. 8 
Crimes comitted by Displaced Persons. 


1, I wes very pleased that the urgent problem concerning displaced 
persons was again discussed om 28,9,49 (conference between Public Safety 
and Chief of Police), If the question concerning displaced persons 
could be settled to a certain extent, considerable difficulties would 
‘be eliminated in which the German Police is at present engaged in an ef- 
fort to canbat crime and to maintain law and order. Considering the 
development without prejudice of the present situation, the following 
Picture is botained from a German point of view: 
(a)ihen Germany was occupied ty Allied Forces a great number of 
persons displaced by force to Germany were liberated, Partly 
they were accamodated in Camps, partly they were accomodated 
in small groups, Most of these displaced persons in consequence 
of their suffered hardship and humiliation showed a humanly justi- 
fied feeling of hate and mewamge against the German population, 
The consequences were looting, muider, robberies committed with 
murder and other serious crimes, Shortly after the occupation of 
Germany this type of orime was camitted in short intervals in 
those districts in which DPs were accommodated in e great number, 
The state of the Police at that time was not fully efficient. The 
Allied Troops, taking over the welfare of the displaced persons end 
being engaged in most important tasks were not able to carry out 
sd@itionally the normal Police duties, The reaction of the Germans 
concerned was not only disgust and fear, but also an increasing 
X  aialike and even hate against the imates of the DP-camps, 


In consequence of repatriation and emigration to ether coumtries 

the muaber of displaced persons decreased, Despite this fact the 
actual strength of each of the DP Camps did not show any essential 
change, due to the influx of persons, the mumber of whom cannot be 
stated, into the DP Camps of the Western Zones of Occupation, These 
displaced persons arrived from DP Camps of the Russian Zone of Occu~ 
pation and some of these arrived from the Eastern States for some 


“i reason or the other and settled themselves into the DP Cemps of the 


Western Zones of Occupation. As a result of this, only a small 


Wat X portion of the present inmates of DP Camps are actual DPs. Further 


to this, persons are living im DP who voluntarily came to 
Germany and are usurping rights only refer to persons who wre 
actually displaced to Germany before the war was finished, 


The difficulties of the German Police arising from this development 
are still imoreasing because the criminal elements in the DP Comps 
often move from one Camp to the other without being registered, 
oriminal elements mostly change their residences as a result 
dn that special area, he is not able 
persons are actually displaced persons or 


e 
8 


Tt serious crimes - like murder, robbery 
with murder and looting = decreased in the course of the years 
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2, To prove the importance of the consequences on the criminel side, I herewith 
attagh a statistic and furthermore the evidence available. According to the doo- 
vments the point of view taken by the German Police in the matter of DP Camps is 
not unfoumded and my suggestions, therefore, should be kindly taken into consider: 


ation, 


3+ To cooperate at least to a certain extent on the solving of these problems, 
I herewith submit the following suggestions: 


(a) 
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problem of the Ups, 
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For the three Western Zones of the German Republic the German laws, 

at present in force, should also apply to DPs and Aliens, ‘The existing 
difference in the legal treatment of DPs and Aliens in the Western 
Zones should be abolished, 


All DPs should be subject to the German Lew without exeption, 


When moving from one camp to the other all DPs should be obliged to 
notify the German registration office according to the Serman Registra- 
tion Ordinamoes (see Appendix 'A'). 


AlL DP Comps should be disbanded as far as lack of accommodation 
would riot render the. execution of such a plan impossible, 


Disbending of smaller camps and concentration of DPs in big Camps 

in case isting lack of accomodation makes the disbanding of 

‘ble, In such a case DP Camps should be established 

of a strong German Police station for the purpose 

¢ necessary Police supervision, If necessary such 
should be reinforced for the maintenance 






I hope that these suggestions may contribute to the solving of the whole 


I would appreciate any assistance given to me on future conferences, 


be reestablished, being dependant on the decrease of | 
1 
| 


(sgd) KRATZENBERG 


| 
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Tos= Public Safety 
Assistant Commissioner's Office 
LUENEBURG, BAOR 8, 





Subject := Crimes Committed by Displaced Persons. 


1..During the time under review, the lst of July 1948 to 50 of July 
Shs Jot Sobel wena: Sse: Panag in RB Lueneburg amounted 
to 1,067,021, 


amongst the population were 27.083 Aliens acoamodated in DP Camps, 
this means a peroentage of 2,6 0: ‘population, 


2, From the lst of July 1948 to the 30 of June 1949, 32,576 cases of 
offemces have been registered and investigated by the Police in 
Police District Luensburg, This figure comprises offences commit~ 

, ted committed by Germans and Aliens, 


3 


. 


From 32,576 offence: Zot Germans (2,9% of the total of the 
population) and 1, 6.34 of the total of the population) 
participated in crime. In order to explain these figures it must 
‘be emphasised that considering the percentage of share concerning 
Germans and Aliens participating in crime, the picture changes in 
favour of the Aliens so far as women and children are contained 
in the mmber of the “erman population whilst to the greater ex 
tent inmates of DP Camps are male persons, 


4e Detected Cases. 

52, 576 offences have been investigated by the German Police during 
‘the time of 1 July 1948 and 50 June 1949. Of these, 19,301 offen 
ces have been detected. 


5» Undetected Cases, — 
Fae the con oF ffence have not be 
detected, 324576 9 8, 15,275 (43%) have jen 


From these 793 have allegedly been committed by Aliens as certain 
Police investigations justify this allegation, That means that 
Aliens give a share of in undetected cases. 

The percentage of participation in undetected cases ¥ Aliens, 
however, is far higher because a number of d offences 

gan be considered as committed by Aliens according to their modus 
operandi. This percentage of undetected cases, allegedly camitted 
by Aliens, has not been recorded, 





6. sts, 

. 000 Germans, resident in RB luencburg, 25,549 Germans 
| (2,26 2) Have beén axrested on account of crines committed, In 
) the same period 926 (3436) Aliens (out of 27,021 Aliens) have 

| been arrested, 








Other offences contrary to the 
German Penal Code 8921 6164, 9386 427 





x Considering these statistios, the high percentage of the Aliens’ participation 
in ompital crimes, particularly murder and attempted murder, is striking, 
Comparing the relative low percentage of Aliens living in DP Camps with the 
total of the German population resident in this RB, one will notice that 
Grimes camitted by DPs are comparatively high. 


8, The above mentioned figures do not essentially differ from those of the years 
1946 and 1947, This shows that in the years after the war, the perticipation 
of DPs.in orime is not subject to essential fluctuations = with the exmeption 
of ospital crimes, Only the year 1945 with ite consequences of a lost war 
showed a specially brutel activity of Aliens in all kinds of crimes, Statis~ 
tics were not kept at that time, 


9. Undermentioned is a brief outline of same of the most sensational crimes which | 


also show the danger of the Alien offender:~ 


Murder two Policemen in LK Luenebur; 
8 or’ ry ‘been oc: during the time under review, the 


murder of two Policemen by shooting in 1X Luensburg in the year 19,7 is char~ 


acteristic for the cold-blooded use of weapons by Poles against Police officers. 
According to Police investigations it wes obviousmthat 2 Poles were responsible 


for this erime, who were oonvieted of other serious offences, but due to lack 
of evidence could not be sentenced on the charge of murder, 


Murder of a Police Officer in LK Uelzen. 

une zeinmeister Wiens of LK Uelzen was attacked 
and murdered by shooting on an open road by a gang of five Poles, The body 
was found in a forest, covered with earth, This most dangerous gang all of 
whom wore armed, were responsible for a number of serious crimes committed in 
Lend Niedersachsen, 


obbery in 

% *s wife named Krake living at Obershagen/IK Burgdorf 
was attacked, beaten up and choked by two Aliens in the middle of the day on 
a road, 


September 48 three masked foreigners broke into the 
residence of en inhabitant of Fallingbostel, named Schulze, and stole a mmber 
of valuables as clothing, jewelry and cash, under threat of firearms, The 
offenders have been ascertained in a Polish DP Camp near Hannover, 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


| 
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obbery in 

Feo Litbeeatsce tie TP Camp “Churchiii* attacked in the evening of 

25 Sept 48 two inhabitants of Lehrte, The offenders tried to steal 

the wallet of the attacked persons, They recklessly stabbed the vic~ 1 
tims in consequence of which their lives were endangered, 


cy ir of Police Official in Colle. 
low cy 
shot at from ambush by unimown escaped Poles when they we: 


The subsequent shooting between the Police officers and the offenders 
lasted for 90 minutes, 
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On the 23 Mar 1949 a Police Officer of IK Fallingbostel has been shot at | 
by @ Pole suspected of burglary. | 


On the 1; May 49 three Police officers from IX Soltau- caught a gang of 
three Poles in the act of a pig theft, The armed Poles shot at the 
re one of them by a shot through the right hand, 
At a search action for the offenders in the IP Camp Wolterdingen, 33 
exeption of the pig thieves, The 
arrested persons were connected with burglaries and other aggravated 


Names and Situation of DP Camps within RB Iueneburg, 


(a) De Har = 1066 inmates, 
situated near vi. Ee: is fenced in and campara- 
tively easy to supervise, The inmates are mainly Ukrainians, | 
Go-operation with the Camp Police quite satisfactory, 


(b) L: "/LK Sol! : inmates, | 
s near fenced in on three 
sides, it is difficult to supervise the Camp, ‘The camp has its | 
own Camp Police, Good hiding possibilities for criminal IPs. 


(c) we hii = inmates (LK Sol: 
rt approx, re Wolterdingen, | 
fenced in, own Camp Police, supervision of the DPs possible. 
A great number of dangerous criminals already known and registered 
the German Police are imates of this Camp, 


¢ 


(a) L: i) ‘IK Celle, - inmates. ‘ 
Due to 7 very to supervise, 
Offers the best hiding places for criminal Aliens, Bergen-Belsen 

is the centre for black market, a paradise for wanted persons, as | 
the German Police are not entitled to enter the Camp, Transit | 
Place for black market goods end main collecting place for stolen 


(© ap RUE eg a 
‘luesa, entirely 
tes as Poles, latviens 


is 
porter ye ty beciges 5 eae ab Aethygregroeamart | 
situation of this Camp, it extremely difficult to keep this 





(t) 


(g) 


(n) 


(4) 


(3) 


(x) 


(2) 


(m) 


(n) 
Camp 


(0) 





Forest nearby, good supervision, 


~ 807 imate: 
3 Poles and 


Uraintanss own Camp Police, supervision and congrol guaranteed. 





of big fereaves Thieragitenal tensltcamy; international. Camp 


Police, Supervision and control possible. 


re "EMIGRATION 


"/at Bene fea, Fallingbostel. 
te 8, 


Camp has been disbanded in the meantime, 


inmate: 
tu in the middle of 


the piv The Camp is badly to be supervised and controlled, 


W 


Celle 
fo supply the Cerman Police with any 


information repirding mumber of the inmates, Own Camp Police, 
Immates are Latvians, Esthonians and stateless persons, The Camp 
is near Celle town; good supervision and control, 


“DEDELSTORF"/IK Gifhorn = inmate: 


situated the m: 


‘forest, 2. tres distant 


from the next village, difficult supervision, Own Camp Police. 


Cooperation between the German Police and the British Camp Commander 


satisfactory. 


oslave “W 
meant: 


was cocup’ 


*/LK Gifhorm - last mumber of inmates 


Fall: 
al 


bostel 
PDs and has been disbanded, 
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-ABPEUDIX ' a1 
Biract, from 
xeeeae i IS 
are 2. 


person moving into a new lodging has to report for registration 
to the Registration Office within one week after taking up his 
» oHestdedee< there{ soWhen! coming! from dnokhertcommuitty; (ha: bes to 
SpeodatecasceFtif=icagedofideparsure fromthe (former nesidenge if 
thie luQingcismoterétaineddciffcths lédgingsis: reteinad,;othie hes 
to be ated when registering. 
fhe obligation for registration is independent from a "permit to 
take up residence’, 
Lodgingga, in the meaning of thie Ordinance, ie any accomodation, 
also for sleeping purposes only. 





Para 3 

person leaving an accomodation has to report for registration with 
the Registration Office within one week, stating hie new accomodation 
or hie whereabouts if he has not yet a new residence. 


ra 
nt to report a person for registration, except the person con- 
cerned, are 

a) the owner of the house for all persons living in the house, 

bd) the person giving accomodation, for sll persons living with him, 


= person concerned complies with his obligation for registration 
when he personally handsin the Registration Form, in triplicate, 
filled in and signed by him, the person giving accomodation and the 
house-owner, producing his identity papers. 


Para 6 

TF the person concerned refuses or fails to report for registration, 
then the person giving accomodation and the housy-owner have to in- 
form the Registration Office accordingly. 


Para 
legistration Office is the Communel authority. 


Pere 

request of the Registration Office, the person concerned hes to 
give the necessary informations, to produce the necessary identity 
papers as well as to report personally on request. 


pera 12 
parson registered with e community of the inland (according to 
para 2) and visiting relatives or ecquaintances in another community, 
needs to report for registration only six weeks after his arrival in 
the community he is visiting. 
are 1 
ie er Administrative Authority can order that 
(a) for single communities or Ereise, the period of six weeks is 
shortened, 
(>) that for single communities or Kreise the general obligation for 
registration is shortened up to 24 hours. 


Para 15 

i¢ owners of undertekings for the purpose of lodging, professionelly 
or for public beatae travellers or foreigners, or for the stay of 
convalsscents (e.g. hotels, inns, boarding-nouses, welfare institutiosd 
convalescent homes, hostels, homess-aeylums) are obliged to report 
the persons lodged, within 24 hours after their arrival, to the 
Registration Office for registration. 


TP tee otey in. one of the lodging-houses mentioned in psra 15 exceeds 
one month, then the person lodged is liable, according to the general 
regietration ordinances, to be registered in and out, 


j erson wh), with intention or neglect, does not comply with his | 
obligation to report for registration or does not assist in making 


up such @ report in time, or acte contrary to para 9, will be fined 
PIO j 
ji 
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oxrimm population a) 2nd half 1948 83 000 
= aed ae Fs 


Maximum ‘Popula: (approx. 2nd half 1948 6 821 000 
IF Bie ? 8 Ist half 1949 6 869 000 


‘Ist half 1949 





call a ar a 


Percentage of population formed by DPs (2 2nd half 19,8 = 1425 % 












‘Uist of Criminal and other activities in Hohne Camp. 
Publio Safety Raid (Black Market) | February 18th, 1948. 
Theft from Roundhouse (DP and Germans) yt 5 25th) 1948 
° : 


il 7th, 
Attempted Armed Robbery in Hohne Camp March 4th, 1948. 
Stolen bicycles and animals  - April 19th, 1948. 
Stolen Tru@ks and Oxen ' April 2lst, 1948, 
Stolen Car Sept 28th, 1948, 
MisconductBritish § @iers ; 
“ ” 
. " " 
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Tel: LEM30 606 ; Displaced Persons Division, 
& ! . LEMGO, 
Ref: DPD/0230/Sec. ~ BeAOR. 15¢ 


af November, 1949. 


To: Office of the CAO/DCOS (Exec) 
‘ Section 'G' a 


B.AeO.B. Le : | /2 


SUBJECT: Crime in DP Gams 


Receipt of your letter Exeo/11145/G dated 7 November, 194 
is: acknowledged, - 


It is regretted that owing to a prior engagement 
Mr. K,W. Matthews will be unable to attend the meeting at Tax 
House: on 16 November, 1949. In his absence therefore, 
Mr..C.A.B, MoVittie has been nominated to attend the meeting. 






Sai ae : 4 
ge th hGtes 
11 NOV 1949 0.4.3, Me, VITTIE, 

Location of ites —5 [J for Chief, Displaced Persons Division, 


Seon by: fy / Date: 
eid { V 
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De aie aren Ma a - a! i Kasi oe 
™ Meh 
Mr aH. GG . : 
INT DIV/S/AHR/18430/1/1 INTELLIGENCE DIVISION 
: HERFORD 
HERFORD 2221 wai 
Y Nov 49 
Major W.G.M. SPENS (Retd), Linc ee 
Office of the CA0/D00S(Exec). CENTRAL sucgapnciat Recguy | 
LUBEECEE, Pile No. Seeton: 
B.A.O.R. 1. Omus 
+ athe anon $4), 14NOY 1949 ~ 


Location of File: 





To-day Brigadier BORRADAILE spoke to Colonel PULVERMAN 
on the telephone on the subject of Crime in DP Camps. It was 
agreed that unless the turn of events makes it necessary, 
Intelligence Division will not be represented at the meeting to 


he held on 16 Nov. 
Yours Fae 
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Brigadier G. de Bruyne 


Mr. BI. James 

Col. T.A, Dillon (Rta), OBE 

Mc. HLM.P. Piper 

Maj. Gen. B. Wilson (Rtd) CB, DSO 
Mr. A.E. Reade 

Mr. C.A.B. MoVittie, MBE 

Miss ¥.E. Charles 

Mr. Wi Peder 

Mr. B Briggs 


ACOS (Exec) A (Chairman) 


pain Land Niedersachsen, 
sistant Cormissionpr, rh aks 

Asgistant Commissioner, burg 

Coma. 206 'R' Det. Celle 

Legal Division 

DP Division - 

45 DPACS, Hohne 

223 'R' Det. Goslar 

98 DPACS Luchtenberg (223) 









» Hubbard 127 DPACS Oerrel, 
‘Timmerman Public Safety Adviser's Office 
Ki SPSO Brunswick 
Mr. J.P. Railton SPSO Lilneburg 


Executive Steff 
Executive Staff 


Major W.G.M. Spens (Rtd) 
Miss M.B. Elmes 





1. The Chairman opened the meeting by explaining that following a news- 
paper allegation that a disproportionate percentage of criminal activity 
could be traced to DP camps, the Chief of Staff had called for a report on 
the position. 


He added that he had already had preliminary discussions on the subject 
with DP Division and the Office of the Public Safety Adviser and was now 
anxious to obtain the opinion of authorities on the ground. He accordingly 
welcomed their attendance at this meeting. 2 
2. He then reviewed the particulars he had already obtained, at the previous 
meeting and called for further comments, In the ensuing discussion, which 
he said confirmed many of his earlier impressions,’ the following points were 
made ;- 


(a). DP Division stated that although IRO were ‘considering 
the possibility of making a IP forfeit his IRO proteo~ 
tion following any conviction for criminal activity, 

© dt was unlikely that they would agree to do so. This 
might need further examination, 


(b) It was generally agreed that:- 
(i) The statistics provided by Public Safety 


to show the ratio of criminal activity 
as between DPs and.Germans were of con- 









. siderable interest,but that conclusions 
| . should only be drawn with reserve in view 
of the tendency to ap; the term 'DP' 





indiscrimindtoly; the Pact that siregts 
and not peso were recorded, 

the danger of drawing comparison between 
the small number of gemuine DPs with the p 
entire German population. "ny 










(ii) DPs are @ criminal class, — The » 
b -averege DP, particularly any Balt, is a ald 

“ law-abiding citi: though the circum- 

_. stances. of, camp . tend to lower all 

( standards, Furthermore a very small 





| ‘element of ruthless or lawless persons in 
"a camp, may easily terrorise or intimidate 
the majority and so compel silence and 








AcwilLing~ — 





of search 
cally accep’ 











(444) 


(iv) 


(v) 


(va) 


(vii) 





-2- 


unwilling co-operation, ; 


The present nomadic existence of DPs en- 

abled them easily to drift into crime. 

Their present identity papers were far 

more easily forged than the German identity 
cards’ It was therefore for consideration Lge sf 
whether DPs shotild not’ be registered on ‘ 

the German system and their offences dealt © 


“with under German Law. -These measures 


would in any case be introduced when the: 
Germans took over responsibility. . 

The DP problem will not, however, auto- wh 
matically settle itself when the DPs are 
transferred to the German economy, It 

may even be that a certain percentage of 

DPs, now law-abiding, will find that with 

the withdrawal of IRO facilities, the 
competition on the German economy will be 

too much for them and so tempt them to turn 

to crime. 


Whilst we shall rctain a responsibility to 
DPs on their transfer to the German econo- 
my, tc discourage any discrimination 
against them, the sooner a DP is treated 
to the greatest degree possible on a par 
with the German comunity, the better. 

DPs should thus learn their rights and 
responsibilities as members of the ordinary 
community and not regard themselves as a 
privileged or separate class. 


Magistrates tended to give either too 
lenient or too nominal punishments in the 
ease of convictions against DPs, especially 
where fire-ams were carried. Such clemency 
could not act as a deterrent. It was 
suggested that this tendency should be 
recorded, 


The personality of the Camp leader had a 
very great bearing, both on camp morale 
and discipline and the relationship with 
the Police. Without a good camp leader 
there is little control in a camp. 


Considerable controversy then arose over the proposal that greater powers 
ae be given to the German Police and whether this would,be politi- 


It was agreed thati- 
(a) Camp raids were not now desirable or effective, especi- 


ally as it was known that camp imates generally managed 
to obtain prior information of any proposed raids. 


(b) Without the co-operation of the Camp staff and inmates, | 


Police Posts within the oamp could achieve nothing. 


(c) ‘The most effective form of 
them becoming hideouts of 











A Ag 


on the ordinary Police beat and patrol. It was anti- 
cipated that in certain camps this might initially 
lead to trouble but that the advantages to be obtained 
would make it worth-while., If this principle was 
politically acceptable, the policing of each oop would 
have to be considered on its merits. 


(4) Camps in and near towns usually give the most trouble. 


4 The representative from Hohne camp was unable to agree that Hohne 
merited a bad reputation. She maintained that it had a very clean =) 
record as regards violent crime and that black market activities were en- 
couraged by outside German sponsorship. As it was in any case indulged in 
by all sections of the population, it should not be regarded as a specialised 
‘DP crime', for which DPs had to bear full responsibility. 
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Telephone Binde 2115 Office of the Public Safety Adviser, 
Yoour Reference .nerenennsensinnnon Zonal Executive Offices, 
Our Reference.....02/PS/CW/1 C.C.G. Bunde, 
: 62 H.Q. C.C.G. (BE), 
B.A.O.R. |. 
12th November 1949 
sili lialiisa aslteucsenl Cebu, | corcnat sefranar nacirgy 
LUBBECKE, BAOR. 1 ole Bate Rec'd: 
Sq, 1SNOV 1949 = 
of Pile: 
oe Orime in D.P. Camps 





Receipt is acknowledged of Exec/11145/G. dated 7th 
November, 1949. eae eee 


I shall be attending the meeting on the 16th November 
in person. 


Ass. o ae 
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11 November 1949 










aes Subject: Crime in DP Cemps_ ‘aa 
, q4 Your EXEC/11145/G of 7 Nov. is / acknowledged 
es Heqd sate ee eee a eign 


2. In reply to your vara. 3, Enouiring who will 

be attending the next meeting at Tex aecee, LUEBBECKE, 
A at 14.30 hours on 16 November, 1949, this is to inform 
: you thet, having attended the previous meetingg,I have 
been directed to attend this one, but as I have been 
transferred from the Zonal Office of the Legal Adviser 
to the Bielefeld Circuit I should be obliged if you 
would please note "I. change of address and tele: 
wumber in case you have to notify any eltergation in 


ime or place of meeting. 


( A.E.BReade ) 
Senior Prosecutor 
Bielefeld Circuit 
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-Bxtent to which Criminal activities can be traced to DP Se 





(a) Crime statistics show that on a peroentage basis DP crime exceeds 
that of the indigenous population. 


(b) Statistics are apt to be misleading in thet ; 
zs a) Shatibe a a Ole aL BP wl Mos, Cd be niet. 
Non Germans are steer krrencetsty refer: d to as D.Ps. 


(44) Owing to’the very small numbers of D.Ps- in comparison 
with the German population, aay peters do not necessarily _ 7 
, a * show an equitable comparison. Approximately 209,006 to, 
a 224 million). * |. RSprees Portes 
: u, corer 


( stefist 8 a 


“9 


(c) Gries be divided into 
(i) Thefts } 
(44) Robbery 
: (444) Murder. 


A schedule showing average numbers of arrests of alleged D.Ps. and 
Germans over the last year“‘is attached at appendix TAT. Oc5 


(a) Statistics show that Crimes of Violence are very high compared to 
the German population. Petty crimes and thefts are high. 


_-(e) The following are some of the reasons for D.P. crime. 


(i) The Camp life, hard conditions and poor. pay are conducive 
to D.Ps. seeking illegal means,if legal means are not 


ssible, to ameliorate these conditions. 4 on Uae 
& ete 9 Ue atin Cure . . 
(14) "he Black Market used to be a Occcoe source of 4ncome | 
both for Germans and D. Ps. 


I : (444) The present nomadic existence ‘of D.Ps. leads them t 
| : drift into crime. 


Po Oe aenes 





Poa Hells abel danke Sorkin’ chon. Cape , 


Goalie, Daa fad atauaip lio Ga Oi porte 















Statistics show that all 
D.Pse show a steady fal: qT & may be 
attributed to a,hard core of habitual and desperate’ criminals. 

% pa 


The general improvement my be attributed to 
(a) Improvement of conditions in German e; momy with gonge quent e ilment, | 
of business on the Black Market 7 0-Geeerwe mee Yo | 

| 


& rca Goth 
(b) Re-education and re-establishment by I.R.0, of D.Pse willing to { 
receive this help. 


(@) Lcation of German Police in sone D.P. poe trberoe 7 Co- operabinn 
(4) The ined the A 5 Os Se D.Ps. in eicaisina- tising-the perpetrators 


of Yr orimes. 








elec Kime. = - a 
(@ The sedectien of suitable D.Ps. as Camp Leaders whose personality 
ensures a happy and ordered Camp and who co-operate with the police 
in the detection of crime. 


(g) The detection and prevention ‘of certain rackets e.g. reception of 
Gift parcels for disposal on Black Market and the sale by alleged 
Voluntary Societies of large stocks of "comforts". 


Conversely there is no doubt that-the improvements mentioned above a 
have led some weeker D,Ps. from petty to more serious crimes. OR 
7 < 








*@) Bs would ‘be generally incase +o impute responsibility for crime 
ake geri iad tian ane 5 










: GHP me Jewish Camp at Hohne, 
3 Fy are illegal entrants and not D.Ps. has pest a.entre of Black 
Market wotiei tes on @ large scale. 














alge What action to reduce such criminal activities is being taken 1 
% ‘ e: i 8 effective 





Bc ; (a) | Re-education and rehabilitation of DPs in Camps 
ee This is a continuous meee should show Se 


ae: es results. stot OP 
— : » wes oe ogre 6 enter 6 rene, 


‘oxjmimets ond the Gran eton of German n Police Posts 





eet camps. 
The German Police are progressively curtailing and 


preventing cr: ir activities but they are still 
handicapped by Ts, and—Lleek—ci—suppent 
Trom-negisizptes—in—the—preper—pertshnent-of-crime 


(0) = Bechet cone effect that DPs who commit crimes will ~ 
prejudice their chances of Hesotiionent: ? ; 


a. Me. 


on 









5e 





Generel Remarks on DPs ‘ : : 
(a) DPs dre a reserved Pere under the oooupation Statute. 


0) YER Bans 1 elles A Se es ad” 


(c) DPs can peat eo or Mati tetasloP to? Givin 
pill Aa aca Ser's appr 


) DPs cannot be iment Courts apie Eee 










3 DPs are NOT a criminal olass. 
abiding citizen though life tend 
to lower his sti D ruthless and 
lawless perso’ 

co-operation with the 


Aegan Me, sexta h Wins tu Hy [PC04, 

be transferred to the German’ ee ee 

June 1950. However thereafter CCG will still be responsible 

for their protection agairist discrimination... DPs will not 
-however be entitled to regard themselves as a separate or 






privileged class. 


Troview-of-the—impending transfer of DPs to the German | 


economy it would be unwise at this stage to make drastic | 
fonsbomenet Chemnyes relome—in-comp-aite. Le Laake 


(4) Any geneval publicity regarding measures taken to combat 
DP crime would draw the Germans' attention to the problem 
and it might prejudice the DPs reception into the German 
economy. : 


(i) New measures would be most effective if confined to preparing, 
DPs to accept their proper duties and status as eer 
. In addition mesewmesto 


Ger © 





and to what extent can 


(a) Furt re ¢ sive ilitation coyps6s for reus, 
D ula ss quested to Bt th¥s 


(b) al of LR.O, status after conviction me a This 
1d possible under the I.R.0. Constitution as “exploiting 
the eg stetance of tee a. organise tony, Etferts—to-ovtain expulstor- 












Black Merket "rackets". 
1 but tend to antagonise 
ther without co-operation 
their object. 

(a) Inclusion of D.P, Camps in the ordinary patrol of German Police. ser 
In certain Camps such activities might initially cause resentment - 

and in some cases lead to trouble, but it is thought this would 
be the most effeotive method of preventing Camps from becoming the 
hide out for criminals. 






- 


(e) | the of heavier 3 by COG Courts | 
Moni cel date sen fes are reported to | 
/ (g) The srl by the German Registration Office of all D.Pse and 
of ry move of a D.P, from one Camp to anottier. 


This would enable the German Police to keep ‘an accurate check on 
suspected individuals and would considerably assist crime detection. 








7 . ly 
S|" (h) Any known Camps with a bad reputation to be dispersed. ‘his has 
been done in the past and is é3 ortly in the case of Hohne. 
; : > 


se ees oo os 
i> ae Meg tite - 














In comection with a newspaper allegation that DP Camps are 
centres of criminal activit; jor-General Neclean, when Chief of 
Staff, instructed cAG/DoCS (ixec pore Goveet ais Sma cing Sete a wes 
examine the problem and make certain recommendations (FLAG "A') 


2 The enquiries of the Working Party have been directed along 
Se Fale ne SOs =. 


(4) to ascertain 


(a) the extent to which criminal activities can be 
traced to DP Camps; 


' (b) whether such activities are increasing or declining 
and the circumstances leading to any such increase 
or decrease; . 


(ce) to what extent criminal activities are confined to 
certain specific groups or Camps; 


(a) what action to reduce such criminal activities is 
being taken and the extent to which it is effective; 





(e) what further measures to reduce criminal activities 
should be considered and to what extent they can be 
applied. 


The minutes of the first meeting of the W.P. (which 
discussed (a) to (d))are at FLAG 'B'. 


(44) At the second meeting the W.P, heard the views of the 
* various authorities on the ground, (Minutes at 
1"), 


3. at 'D' you will see that Brigadier de Bruyne has called a 
further to record its considered opinion on the above points 
(a) to (e) for submission to Political Division. 


‘You may wish to note in this connection that a StafY Study on 
the subject of combatting Crime in Displaced Persons Camps was 
submitted by the Public Safety Adviser to Political Division in May 
this year, arising out of which a letter was sent to the Minister. 
It is understood that no specific reply has been received. 


he You may possibly consider that in general terms 

(3) /Srimioad activity has vecone eush « weilcestablished node 
é although possibly 
paaVe stage it te not worthy dle al 
tional reform measures as far as camp 





(iv) that such measures might inolude both inducements to 
DPs to undertake rehabilitation courses to qualify 
for skilled jobs which would ensure an honest living, 
and also put machinery into operation to treat them 
forthwith on a par with Germans by such measures as 
including DP Camps in the normal Police beat and 
patrol and registering DPs for identity purposes 
under the German system. 


Under the specific headings at para 2(i) on which you may 
wish to obtain finalised opinions, the following points have 
already been made:- 


(a) It was generally agreed/that, there was a higher 
proportion of crimi: activity including violent 
among the German populationjmoa waeg 
that with the posgfble exception of Hohne Cam, there 
sed bad element among DP's; certain 


and currency forgery. 
ar; 


down although it still constituted aproblem due possibly 
to a “hard core" of desperate or ned criminals. 
Reasons for the improvement appedér to include the fact 
that the improved state of thg’German Economy has led 

to a reduction of profit inriminal activity; the 
tightening up of regulat on gift parcels; good 
conduct records being emigration. 


Hohne Camp was notorious fo} ney-malcing crimes and for 
document and currency fo! vand international smuggling. 


The greater powers of the Police, the use of Police Posts 
with the co-operation of the Camp inmates were all proving 
effective, Certain petty thefts against Germans were 
not, however, regarded as "crimes" by the average DP, 


(i) forfeiture of IRO status conviction. (At the 
was expressed whether 


placing camps on normal police beat and in the . 
vicinity of police stations.  (Thie-—mepphemever, 
be-offeet—by thre fact thet 4+-_hesbeon_noted that 


treubies) 


imposition of more severe sentengés than the present 
nominal ones frequently imposeg by Magistrates for 
criminal prosecutions, inclug4ng those against the 
use of firearms. 


the registration of DPs on German system, thus 


cutting down their presenj/nomadic life, which 6ffers~ 
such opportunities for activities, 


in a naan ty Wetue 
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Telephone Binde 2115 PUBLIC SAFETY ADVISER'S OFFICE 
Your Woke ys aot Meret hs Dye BUNDE 
oe larenes. 6a/ea/om/t BAO..| 


3rd December 1949 


Crime in D.F. s in the British Zone 


Reference telephone conversation of the 2nd 
‘ December. 





Attached as possible interest is copy of report 
submitted by the Chief of Police, S.K. Hannover, on the 
above mentioned subject. 




















CORY TRANSLATTON 





Hannover, Sept. 28 1949 : 


Hannover - Stadt 


PI. = 6555/49 e rs 


" Coubject: DP. Camps and Police 


In the interest of public seourity and maintenance of law ani 
order, it is necessary that the existing provisions regulating activities 
of the German Police in D.P, camps are reconsidered. The conditions in the 
town area of Hannover, especially in the environments of the D.P. camps show 
the urgent necessity to simplify Police activities in the D.P. camps. Under 
instructions issued by Military Government in 1947 the German Police, when 
entering a camp in.course of their official duty, mst first report to the 
Camp Commander and, in case of his absence, to his Deputy or the Chief of 
the Camp Police who have to assist as far as possible the German Police 
in carrying out their duties. Generally, the German Police should, before 
entering a camp, inform the nearest Public Safety Officer of their intention 
of doing so, but in cases of urgency, the Public Safety Officer should be 
informed during operations or as soon as these have been completed. In 
case of a detailed search of a camp, this action must be brought to the notice 
of the P.S.0. supervising the Police concerned prior to the action being 
carried out, so that this Officer oan ensure that military units are at hand. 


Such procedure is very unfavourable in view of combat of crime. 


Every D.P. has, in consequence of these regulations, the feeling 
that he - compared to the rest of population - is enjoying special rights. 
It is only thus to be understood that criminal elements to be found in | 
these circles, camit grave and gravest crimes with an unscrupulousness 
which is terrifying, When stating this, it is not intended to say that all 
D.Ps. are criminal elements. But there is no doubt that, in consequence of | 
these privileges resulting fron the camplicated operational possibilities , | 
many criminal elements seek, and also find, a hiding place in these D.P. camps. 


The development in Germany should now have gone so far that it does 
not appear reasonable to grant any privileges to the so-called Displaced 
Persons. It is generally known that the camp inmates to the greatest part 
were voluntary labour of the Nazi regime and partly immigrated only after 1945. 
Following fran these considerations, the necessity results to cancel the 
instructions issued in 1947 by Military Government by which operations of the 
German Police in D.P. camps are regulated, and to issue provisions, for the 
D.P.s. placing them on the same level as the German population. This would 
mean that a necessary Police action need not be made subject to any prior 
report to the Camp Commander any longer, or to the assent of the P.S.0. 
but that only the requirements of criminal procedure act and or Police 
Administrative Law respectively be observed. 





The presupposition for this reformation of the legal conditions is | 
the transfer of the D.P. camps under German responsibility. Punctionary | 
authority for D.P, affairs would, in future, have to be the Ministry for 


Refugees. 


Qn the 2ist September 1949, the deficient seoutity of the German 
population in the neighbourhood of D.P, camps formed the subject of lively 
discussions in the town Parliament. Since, during the discussions, attention 
was drawn to the insufficient strength of the Hannover City Police, I take the 
liberty to enclose an extract in German translation from the Minutes of the 
Council Meeting on the 2ist September 1949 for your information. 


The disoussion in the Town Council mentioned afore, confirms the view 
of the Police Comittee of this city with regard to the strength of Hannover 
City Police Forces, Further explanations can be desisted from, since the 
opinion held by this authority has been repeatedly expressed, lastly in the 
report submitted to you under date of 29 August 1949, 


(Sga) Brunke 








lead a life which is at least hearable, He requested to support the motion 


Extracts fran the Mimtes of the Council Meeting held on 2ist September 1949 


Serial No. 11 of the Agenda. 
Cotton of Ratsherr BARCHE for strengthening the Police Force at Vahrenwald. 


Ratsherr SFPD) reported that the citizens living in the neighbourhood 

ex-Wel ‘racks Mockernstrasse, Nachrichtenkaserne Niedersachsenring, 
Linsingenstrasse und Vahrenwelder strasse complain on increasing, harassing by . 
displaced persons and urgently request additional Police protection. There were 
still many displaced persons in Hannover who had assisted Hitler in leading his 
glorious war. Especially in the Vahrenwald District, a large proportion of 
Russians, Ukranians and Police concentrated in the D.P. cam. | 


Giving examples, he illustrated the unbearable insecurity in 
eqnsequence of robberies and burglaries mde by inmates of the D.P. camp in the 
Mockernstrasse barracks. Criminality was increasing and attracted rabble shunning 
the light of day. Unfortunately, there was no possibility so far expel these 
people. Action mst be taken that a stronger Police patrol patrolled these 
dwelling blocks every hour. From day to day, more raids occurred, It was 
urgently necessary to increase Police protection. 


Oberbtirgermeister Weber then gave to the Chairman of the Police Committee, 
Ratsherr STEINGROBE, permission to speak. c 


Ratsherr STEINGROBE {sr0) stated that the problem of displaced persons occupied | 
the ready e¢ 1945. One must, however, beware of designating all | 
people accommodated in these camps as criminals, The Police was in pos ion of | 
@ survey on the composition of these people. For the rest, the conditi. 
described by Ratsherr Barche were not only to be found in the Vahrenwald district, 
but everywhere where such camps were located. 





Qne thing must, however, be stated namely, that a. large proportion of 
these people demanded rights but declined to take over obligations. Nevertheless, 
honourable people were. to be found amongst them who everyday went about their 
work, whereas another part had dme nothing since 1945. The best thing to do in 
our own interest would be to lead these people back to regulated work. 
Unfortunately, to do so, was beyond our powers. To protect the population 
from this part of anti-social elements was naturally the duty of the Police, 
Ratsherr Barche had already pointed out the fact that the Hannover Police ws 
not able to enter these camps. Until 1947, a Police officer was only allowed 
to enter a camp in comany of an official of Military Government. Since 1947, i 
is was a rule that the Police, in case they intended to search a cam, take 
somebody into detention or perseoute a criminal, previous] had to obtain the 
consent of the Camp Commander or his duty or the Chief of the Camp Police to | 
enter the camp, For this reason it was naturally extremely difficult for the 
Police to take any action whatsoever, even if they greatly endeavoured to do 80, 
Besides, it was very difficult for Police officers who had repeatedly been shot 
at.in consequence of their being insufficiently armed, and also connected with 
great danger, to arrest a criminal in these camps. Under no circumstances 
would it be allowed that the staff of the Police Forces be reduced by 200 
officers and more as was the intention. By means of a higher Police 
protection, the population of these districts must be given the certainty to | 


moved by Ratsherr Barche, 


Ratsherr CDU) stated he must give sane additional facts to the 

sta’ % given he Chairman of the Police Camittee he especially 

wanted to clarify the definition “displaced persons", The groups which, since 
1945, roamed about the country thieving, plundering and murdering and not, as 
bad been mentioned by Ratsherr Steingrobe, those labourers who, in certain 
instances, had gained work in a samewhat pequliar manner had, in their hane- 
countries, belonged to those subjects who had decisively carried through the 
October Revolution in Russia. They belonged to those groups who had committed 
atrocities filling, the world even to-day with disgust. I+ was common 














fledge. that, in forming the foreign S.S. units, the latvian, the 

henian, or the Ukrainian, it was just this class of people, who had after 
4945 to flee fram their country and were now campelled to lead the life of 
compulsorily displaced persons as described by Ratsherr Steingrobe. Everybody 
“Should try to attain from the Occupational Forces or from the High Cammissioners 
on federal level that a thorough sifting of these persons be carried through. As 
known, about a year ago, a part of these “displaced persons" were transported 
back to Germany from Scotland to where they had been emigrated, because they were 
not willing to adapt themselves to work, me could only request the Occupation 
Force to bring about a change. The German authorities and especially the 
Hannover Police, could not be made responsible for such occurrences in the camps. 


Ratsherr HEHNEN (kep) stated that he experienced all kinds of things in this 
house but what Ratsherr Hummel had stated surpassed the limit. If Ratsherr Hummel 
stated tht the inmates of DP camps were the originators and executors of the 
political Ocotober-Revolution, then he must tell him that he (Hummel) were an 
ignorant. These so-called displaced persons who now were a nuisance to Germany, | 
were the people who had supported Hitler and thereby had offended against their | 
own country. The real D.Ps. had packed their bundles immédiately after the 
capitulation and returned to their home countries. But the persons. who had 
remained here or had been brought to these parts, Ukrainians, Jugoslavs and so 
on, could not be compared with honest workmen, because they desired to pass through 
life without doing any work. With regard to such people, democratic principles 
ceased to be applicable since such-people ought to be put behind iron bars. 

Strong arguments ought to be put before the Occupational Forces, as these ought 
to realize that at last the German Police must be given the right to carry through, 
on suspicion searches of the camps at any time of the day and night. It was 

common knowledge that the foreigners laughed at the sndeavours of the German Police, 
as, when permission for search had been granted, in the meantime, all evidence had 
long been wiped out. 


Oberbtirgermeister Weber (SPD) addéd that the Police were already carrying out 
‘additional patrols in the neighbourhood gf the camps. In consideration of the 
present strength of the Police staffing in Hannover, it was camplete out of 
question to increase the strength of the patrols. Although the officers were 
already doing more than normal duty, a further number of 226 were to be discharged. 
The Police Committee had repeatedly approached the Minister of Finance and the 
Minister for the Interior because of the reduction of officers, a fact, ~ 
incompatible with peace and security. The worst time would only commence in the 
long winter months; but the officers could not be expected to do even more 
official duty. In the application to the Ministry the fact should be expressed 
that the Police were the only instrument guaranteeing peacé and order and that | 
therefore, the existing strength of the staff must be retained at any rate. 





Oberbiirgermeister Weber (SPD) viewed the gpinion, the Police Committee should 
si tt, to appropriate Minister the decision arrived at by the Council and 
tell him that Hannover City wes unable to carry out the protection of the 
Population with the present staff of Police Officers. 





The Council passed the motion of Ratsherr Barche. 





Office of the Chief of staff, 


LUBBECKE, 
,A.O.R. 4 
cae Col. RO. Pulverman) 






Crime in DeP. Camps in the British e 


Reference Exec/11145/G. dated 3rd December, 1949. 


1. The paper attached to the above mentioed letter is agreed 
subject to the following amendments: - 


(a) Reference 6(i) 
Change to read - “Improvement of the conditions of the 
economy with consequent curtailment of business 
on the Black Market and reduced temptation and 
opportunity to resort to petty orime as a means of income." 
(>) Last paragraph of paragraph 6 


Substitute "black market transactions" for"petty theft" 
in line 3. ‘ 


(c) Reference paragraph 8(ii) 


Change last line to read “They are, however, still 

handicapped by the delay resulting fran the necessity 

for the observance of certain procedures before 

exercising their normal powers, particularly in respect 
‘ of search, in caltps. " 








te el; LEMGO 628 : : Displaced Fervons s Dirision, 





LEMGO 
Ref; DPD/0230/sEC BeAsOeRe 156 
CG . 
SF December, 1949 
tof ‘0! Be I9A 


Office of the Chief of Steff, 
LUBBECKE, 


BeAaOeRe Le 






SUBJECT; - Grime in DP Camps in the British Zone 


Reference your letter EXEC/1114,5/G dated 3rd December, 1949 and enclosure 
thereto. 
eet 
2. It is suggested that the following amerdments should be made to the draft 
paper for the reasons given below: = 


(a) Para 5 - lines 4 to 7 


Acourate statistics as at 30th Sept. 1949 are available 
and it is therefore recommended that the second sentence 
of this paragraph be deleted and the following substituted: 


n% 

a "At 30th Sept, 1949 there were 106,202 DPs living in 
camps, 18,610 in the CMWS/CMLO and in eddition, it is 
estimated that there were approximately 24,000 in the 
German Economy (i.e. approximately 149,000 DP's registered 
for IRO assigtence, as against a German population of 
2h, 000, 000. )* eae 


(b)Sub=pere 8 (134) = Lest sentence 


It is considered that this sentence as at present written 

may be misinterpreted in that "co-operation of the camp ? a 
‘ staff" might be taken to include the British Steff. 
2 It is considered, therefore, that for “camp staff", the 

phrase "DP personnel on the camp staff" should ‘be 

substituted. 


(c) Recommentations - Sub-para (iii) - first line 


There appears to be a typographical error in this line 
‘and it is thought that the word "at" should be snag eted 
after "simed", 


CL tA 


C,A.B, MoVITTIE 
for Chief, Displaced Persons Division, 
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XbA 


CONFIDENTIAL 





Ext: 'G' Section, 
Office of the Chief of Staff, 


Exeo/1114,5/G # Lubbecke, 


BAOR 1. 


Janusry, 1950 
To: Land Commissioner’ s Office, North Rhine/Westphalia 
a Niedersachscn 
By 3 ° Schleswig-Holstein 
Commissioner's Office, Hansestadt Hamburg 
Office of the Public Safety Adviser, Bfinde 
Zonal Office of the Legsl Adviser, Hurford 
HQ Intelligence Division, Herford 
HQ DP Division, Lemgo 
Refugee and Displaced Persons Branch, Chancery, Wahneheide. 


SUBJECT: Criminal activity in DP Camps in the British Zone | 


Acting under instructions from the Chief of Staff, a Working Party 
consisting of representatives of the Public Safety Adviser, DP, Le.al and 
Intelligence Division was set up to consider the problem of criminal 
activities in DP Camps and to make recommendations as to the best means | 
of reducing these activities. | 


ses 2. A copy of the report of the Working Party is attached. It will be 
noted that few concrete proposals have been made due, principally, to the 
succession of events and the little time left at our dis»0sal to implement | 
any positive action, 


| 
3. Apart from information, however, the report is forwarded to you for 
such action 4s you consider time permits, ~ 








Tt Colonel Got 


Assistant Chief of Staff (A 








ee 























i CRIMINAL ACTIVITY IN DP CAMPS IN THE BRITISH ZONE © 


INTRODUCTION 





1. Fellowing an allegation in the Daily Telegraph of 10/8/49 that 
DP camps in the British Zone were centres of criminal activity, the 
Chief of Staff instructed the CAO/DCOS (Hxec) to set up a Working Party 
consisting of representatives of Public Safety Branch, DP, Legal and 
Intelligence Divisions, to consider the problem and make recommendations, 


2, ‘The Working Party based their. study on the following facts or 
assumptions:- ‘ 


(a) DPs are generally subject to the provisions of the German 
Penal Code, although not to the jurisdiction of the 
German Criminal Courts, and as United Nations nationals 
may only be tried before CCG Courts, With the coming into 
force of Allied High Commission Law No.13 on 1 January, 1950 
DPs will, in general also become subject to the jurisdiction 
of the German Courts, ‘ 


(bv) With certain exceptions, DPs will be transferred to the German 
Economy by 30th June, 1950, 


(c) DPs are a Reserved Subject under the Occupation Statute; 
and the High Commission will still be responsible for seeing 
that they do not suffer discriminatory treatment after their 
transfer to the German economy, There is no intention, 
however, of allowing DPs to regard themselves in any way 2s 
a separate or privileged class, 


3. In the course of their disoussions the Working Party consulted 
local British Authorities on the ground including Assistant Commissioners, 
Public Safety Officers, Relief Detachment and DPACCS Commanders, 


4, ‘The Working Party dealt with the matter by posing questions 
covering the various aspeots of the problem and attempting to find the 
answers, and the report is therefore rendered in this fom, 


DISCUSSION 
5. The Extent to which Criminal Activities can be traced to DP Camps 


Police statistics on crime show that on a ratio basis the 
percentage of crimes by DPs (covering those living both inside and out 
of. camps) exceeds that of the indigenous population, At 30th Sept. 1949 
there were 106,202 DPs living in camps, 18,610 in the CiWS/CMLO and in 
addition, it is estimated that there were approcimately 24,000 in the 
German Economy (i.e. approximately 149,000 DPs registered for TRO 
assistance, as against a German population of 24,000,000). 





4 schedule showing the average monthly nunber of arrests of 
alleged DPs:.and Germans over the past year is attached at Appendix 'A', 
It will be seen that the crimes are divided to show thefts, robbery, 
murder and offences involving the use of firearms, and that the totel 
percentage number of arrests made in the case of DPs is twice thet of 
Germans, The greatest disparity occurs in crimes with firearms, The 
more. s¢rious the crime the greater is the disperity in the percentage. 
statistics may be misicading to a certain degree in that other 

bly be recorded as DPs, and because owing to 
, of DPs and Germans 
comparison, Moreover, 














/ although the statistios cannot be broken down as between DPs pes is : 
anand outside DP Canps, it: appears from all information avai able ‘to. 4 
be a fair assumption that the incidence of-ciime.is,less among those 

living outside the DP Camps, owing to the fact that they are cither 
living under conditions more nearly approximating to those of the 
average members of the German commmity or, alternatively, s.members 
of CMLO/CMWS, are under strict discipline, wish 2 


|. Mthough the figures quoted in the Aopendix may not provideien - 
accurate comparison, they do, however, show that a serious problem 
exists, WJ ‘: 


There is little doubt that this greater incidence of crime among | 
the DPs may be traced to the fact that these unhappy people, having been 
torn away from. their homes and countries and subjected to hardship and ‘ 
illtreaiment over a number of years, have now psychologically come to. 
belicve that the German is "feir game", Camp life does little to anstil 
any feeling of civie responsibility, and, to elleviate the hard 
conditions and poor rates of pay, many DPs have resorted to the Black 
Market (the first step in 2 criminal career), which in the past has 
offered a profitable source of income to DPs and Germens elike, Further 
the "sefe haven" of a DP Camp may act es an encouragement to the weaker 
characters to drift into crime, 


6, Whether such Activitics ere Increasing or Declining and the 
Circumstances Leading to any such Increase or Decline 


Statistics indicate that all types of crime show a steady fall 
over the past three years, but that the proportional decrease is least 
in the cese of violent crimes, which may possibly be attributed to an 
element of hardened, habitual and desperate criminals, The improvement, 
however, is due to a nunber of factors:~ 


(i) Improvement of the conditions of the German econony with 
consequent curtailment of business on the Black Market and 
reduced temptation to resort to petty crime as a means 
of income, 





(ii) Reeeducation and re-establishment by IRO of DPs willing to 
\ accept this help, 


(iid) ‘The election as Camp Leaders, of suitable DPs, who will 
co-operate with the Police in the detection of crime, and 
Whose’ personality goes a long way to ensuring .a happy and 
ordered camp, 


a 


(iv) The location of Germen Police Posts in some caups, 


(v) The award of long sentences to convicted criminals, which 
not only prevents them from coumitting further crimes, but- 
. acts as a deterrent to others. 


(vk) The general reduction in the number of DPs down to more 
manageable proportions. 


(vii)- The detection and prevention of certain "rackets", 0.8. 
disposal on the Black Market of gift parcels’ and "comforts", 


Conversely, it is realised, however, thet with the general 
improvement on the German economy, some DPs may have forsaken the 
declining profits of black market transactions for more serious crimes; 

_ while the hebitual criminals, knowing that they are-unaccepteble for 
resettlement, and mist remain in Gemeny, are prepared to goto greater 


lengths to’bttain theix ends, — 
Ts 








mae 














Whilst, however, it would be generally dangerous to impute responsibility _ 








to any partioular group or cemp or to judge any particular group by the . 
behaviour of a minority, the impression has been gained that on the whole 
the Baltic group, possibly because they are both better educated and 

less embittered against the Germans, aro a well behaved commmity,. whereas, 
on the other hand, there are undoubtedly « number of hardened criminals 
among the Poles, the most nuuerous group, The Jewish camp at Hohne, 

half of whose inmates are illegal entrants and not DPs, $e know to be 

‘the centre of large scale black market activities, It would however be 
entirely wrong to regard DPs generally as a’ criainal class. i 


8 To what Extent Action is being taken to recuce such Activities and 
to xtent is Bifcctive. ° 


(i) There 1s a continuous programe of re-education ‘and rehedilitation 
of DPs in camps which should show progressive results, 





(ii) Increased authority has been given to the German Police in their 
dealings with DPs, and in particular the power to enter canps 
and to establish Geraan Police posts in camps, They are, 
however, still handicapped by the delay resulting from the 
necessity for the observance of certain procedures before 
exercising their normal powers, particulerly in respect of 
search, in cainps. 


(ii2) Raids on caps to discover criainals and black market activities 
are carried out but are not normally very successful, and tend 
rather to antagonise the majority of the law abiding DPs,. 
Further, without the co-operation of the DP personnel on the 

camp staff they are very unlikely to attain their object, 


(iv) There is growing propaganda to the effect that DPs with a 
criminal record will prejudice their chances of resettlement, 


(v) There is a system of breaking up and dispersing the bad elements 
from any one camp, This is, however, only partially successful 
owing to the practical impossibility of keeping an accurate 
check on the dey to day movements of individual DPs or of 
restricting their movement, 


(vi) I,R0, have recently begun to exercise the powers given by 
their charter, in connection with "exploitation of the 
assistance of the orgenisation", by making DPs forfeit their 
1,20, status after conviction for serious crimes, it is, 
however, of such recent application that it is not yct 
Possible to assess its value, , 


% + xr Measures to Reduce such Activities could be considered 
and_to t. ent they could be applic i - 


(i) The inclusion of DP Camps.within the ordinary patrols of the 
Germen Police, and the abolition of the present hindrances in 
the procedure for ellowing thea to enter camps, s 


Tt is realised that political considerations may limit such 
“a proposal, i g 


St Gs) “The iumcdiate registretion by the German Registration Officcs 
"of #11 DPs and of every move from one cramp to another, This 
would enable the German Police to kecp an accurate (pene 
suspected individuals and would considerably assist. 
yeahs see sede registreti 
: to avoi : h i 








sai) 





_ (iv) 


“Intensifiea Shonda $55 the DPs in thelr camps warning them 
‘that criminal records will prejudice their chances of résettlement 
and may lead to” the forfeiture of their DP status, and that they 
are subject to the German Penal Code and the full authority of 
the, Gexman, Police, 


The continuous survey made by DP Division to encourage an 
improvement in the calibre of camp instore to be intensified, 


RRNOMMENDATTONS 


() 


(ai) 


(iii) 


It tk recommended that e@part from those measures discussed at 
paragraph 9 above, pending the transfer of DPs to the German 
economy next June, it would be unwise at this stage to’ make any 
fundamental changes, Such changes might antagonise one or both 
sides ‘and consequently.make the absorption into the German 
economy more difficult, 


The new measures would be most effective if aimed at preparin,; the 
DP to accept his duties and status‘as an ordinary resident in 
Germeny, In addition, facilities for the prevention and 
detection of crime should be increased wherever possible, 


General publicity regarding measures taken to combat crime should 
not be undertaken as it would draw German attention to the 
problem and this ogain might prejudice the DPs' reception 

into the Geman cconomy, 
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Rate per ! 
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I am directed by the Public Safety Adviser to forward | 
to you a copy of a report concerning the above operation. ‘The 
action was carried out on the 25th January, 1950 and the various 
teams dealing with this operation entered Belsen Camp at 
1230 hours. ok 


2. Simultaneously raids were carried out at the Jewish j 
Emigration Assistance Society, Ohe Strasse, Hannover, and at } 
the Im KeiseCafe, Celle. | 


3. The American Officers who supplied the information 
relating to these matters took part in the operation. 


he Considerable seizures of currency, coffee, cigarettes 
and other articles unlawfully acquired, were made and the details | 
are being collated with a view to prosecutions taking place. 


5. There was no untoward incident, and the various 
> givilian branches, U.S. and British Military authorities, all 
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oN, CONFIDENTIAL 


HANNOVER 892139 Public Safety Branch (SEB), 
igxn/502 Land Cammissioner's Office, 
c@) ; 


To: Assistant Inspector General, 
(Internal). 


BAcO.R. 5e 
26th Jamary, 1950. 


Subject: ration "GRANITE" Preliminery Report 


1. . I beg to report that the following British Civilian personnel 
took part in the above named operation, 


Public Safety Officers ..-.sescccersvee 
Frontier Inspection Service Officers 
British Civil Police ...... 

"— Wanen Police 
Intelligence Division Officers . 







2. Three officers fram the U.S. G1I.D. were present during the whole of 
the operation. 


3. The personnel were briefed at Stirling House, Hannover, at 0930 hrs, 
25th January, the leader of each.Search Party being given a map of the Camp, 
all information available, full instructions regarding the conduct of the 
search, together with a search warrant, receipt book and a clearance 
certificate to be completed at the conclusion of the search, 


4. The party moved off in groups and proceeded to the Military Police 
Barracks, CELIE, where the vehicles, together with the Military Police 
contingent of 2 officers and 54 other ranks were farmed into convoy. The 
convoy then drove to Belsen entering the Camp at 1230 hrs., ~he teams driving 
direct to their objective, The main convoy wes followed by German Police 
detachment who were responsible for controlling the perimeter of the Camp, 
and by a company of troops who were held at the Military Barracks, Belsen, 
in case of need. 


5 A Gontrol Team set up a Control Post at the Roundhouse and the 
operation was controlled throughout from the Post. The Interrogation team 
at the Control Post interrogated a number of persons brought to the Control. 


6. The after-named five persons were arrested:- 


Abram LACHMAN Being in possession of foreign 
* Inao ee oat) currency and a pistol, 
Majer FUCHS Being in possession of foreign 
currency 
David EGER In possession of a still for 
Rubin MISCHA distilling spirits 


7. The following persons were found in possession of foreign currency. 
They were released and after enquiries are canpleted will be progeeded against 























a) 
8, SiThe -prope: seized is shamiier theclistodttachediatAppendix 'A', 
The total: ae fOldowsi—oF tise nocd ew Iotety edt bee yboteus 


5,293 U.S. : wobtantnaxs 
+09 LNGH65 Dokhare;: UsSy Mi kitery: Payment Certificates. 

£5 sterling 

£145. 17. 3. = BAE.S.Vs 

£3. 10, 0, - Austrelian pounds 


tit & 








220 Belgian Francs 
15 Danish Kroner 

30 Swedish Kroner 
£2 Palestine pounds 


> 56 Watches 
2 Cameras, and EV) ies 
1 Automatic Pistol 


The whole of this property is held at this H,.Q, particulara having 
been entered in the Charge Book, 


It will be seen fran Appendix 'A' that a lerge proportion of the 
dollars was found in the Roundhouse in the roams occupied by the Jewish 
Comittee, The Gmers of these sums have not been traced, 





9. At the conclusion of each search, the leader of the Search Party 
obtained fran the Block leader a certificate to the effect that the search 
had been carried out properly and there was no complaint fran the occupants 
of the building. A similar certificate was signed by Herr ROSENSAFT in 
respect of the whole operation at HELSEN, but he added a note to the effect 
that he objecked to the search of the offices at the Roundhouse, 


10, The American C.I.D. officers were present during the proceedings 
and at the conclusion expressed their satisfaction in the way the operation 
had been carried out. The operation was concluded at 1720 hrs. 


11. ‘Two other reids were carried out simultaneously with that at Belsen. 
These were made by German Police, each party being under the control of 
a Public Safety Officer. 


12, 1000 American Dollars were seized at the Cafe Im Keise, CELIE, and 
it is believed to be the property of Abram LACHAN who was arrested at 
Belsen. 


13. When the Search Party entered the premises of the Jewish Emigration 
Assistance Society, Ohestrasse, Hannover, all the persons in the building 
left their roams. ‘The following property was seized, no person admitting 
omership of same:= sad 


Approx. 13% tons of Coffee 
6000 DM 

100 Dollars 

£2 Sterling 

1, Gold coins 
250,000 cigarettes 
2 Motor vehicles 


Enquiries are continuing with a view to tracing the omer of the vehicles, 
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FROPERIY, _ BOUND IN POSSESSION of 
15. One .32 Automatic Pistol "DUO" OHASKIELEWIOZ Isaap 
manufacture No. 63851 
One clip containing 5 rounds LAGHMANN Abram 
One box containing set of 4 testing . 
acids. 


One Zeiss Ikan Folding Camera 4.5 
lens. : 


One Leica Camera. Camere No 495353 

Lens No. 737241 in brown leather case, 

One Gent's Hold Hunter Watoh 

insoribded "A.R.", with gold chain. 

One Gent's Wristwatch with gold 
wedding ring on strap 

20 Gent's Stop watches, gold- 

coloured without strap. 

One Gent's Stop Watch, gold colour, 

with leather arm band. 

Qe "ito" "Junghans" Wrist-vatoh 

with strap. 

One “Schaffhausen” Gold Wrist-wetch, 

Gent's with strap. 

2 "DCKA", gold coloured, Wrist- 

watches, gent's, without straps 

One iady's "Schaffhausen" bronze- 

oobired Wrist-watch with 1. brom 

strap. 

Cne Gent's metal Wrist-watoh with 

black face and strap. 

(ne lady's "DOXA" metal-coloured 

Wrist~watoh without strap. 

21 Assogted Ladies! gold-colouied 

Wist-watches without straps, 

1 "DOXA" iadies' Wrist-watohel, 

ornamental, with label attached, 

2 Iadies' rolled gold wrist-watches 

one with strap. 

One Gent's metal Wrist-watoh, without 

strap. 

One pair diamond earrings 

One Platimm ohain with pendant 

containing ame diamond. 

1 pair gold—coloured cuff-links. 

1 rolled-gold Lady's wrist-watoh. 

2 5-rouble gold peices 

1 Diamond and gold brooch, 

Cne Gold fob-chain and fob, 

One platimm and dismond pendant. 

120 cents in Amerioan Soript 

£41, 10, 0, in British sterling 

3a in B.A, F,S, Va. 

él, in British 5, 4.3, S.V.5 

3375 Awerioen Dollars 

£9, 1. 0, in Australian poinds 


All as listed on Receipt "A5-9" 
inclusive. 
(Belsen Camp Rata 25/1/50, 








te 


18, 


19. 





550 American Dollars 


377 Anerioan Dollars 
DM, 3.50 


7 Osnadian Dollars 


55 american Dollars 


fl, Up 3. in BAP. S.V8 
fen (10) American Dollars 
440 American Dollars 


62 Amerioan Dollars 

12-45 Seript Dollars 

3a in Brigish B.A. S. Ve 

15 Danish Kroner 

50 Swedish Kroner 

3 Photographs 

3 Identity Oards, vis: _ 
FUKS, Mayer 
KUKS, Tolian 
YUROWITZ Iran 


200 Belgian Frenos 
1000 Mils (Palestine) 


£1 Palestine Ourrenoy 
10/- English sterling 


2/6a in BAFSYs 
‘oe in Sterling 
2 American Dollars 





Found on floor in Roam 3 
Ground Floor Roundhouse 
Belsen D.P. Oamp, 


Found behind oupboard in Roan 5 
of Roundhouse, Ground floor. 


Found behind desk in Roan 3 
of Roundhouse, Gramd floor. 


Suspected Grner!= 
LONDQVER Efraim 

Identity Gard Ne. 139805 
Block L. 10 Bergen Belsen 


SBEVELEVECZ Margaret 


CITRG Ferens 
Roan 13 Blook Hy 
Belsen D.P, Camp 


HERSCHERIN, Frau Lonia 
DSIATUSSINSKA H. 


Found under desk in Roa 3 
Roundhouse ground floar 


Found in Roam 29, Blook Hh 
Belsen Camp 

Roan opened by Herr BLOOH of 
Camp Oamittee 


MISA Rubin 


FLNOBAUM David, Jewish, male 
porn 2/7/1918 at Walhook 
residing at Hehne DPAGS 

DP. Oard Now 280522 


Found in loose baok of desk, 
middle roan, ground floor, Roundhouse 
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